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ﬁ New Passionist Foundation.

Our readers will be inter®ed to learn that at the invitation of the Right Rev.
Dr. Cowgill, Bishop of Leeds, our Fathers have purchased an ancient Catholic
mansion near Ikley, in Yorkshire. We subjoin an account of this new feundation
taken from ' The Yorkshire Observer,” November 27th, 1922,

HISTORIC MANSION FOR A CATHOLIC MONASTERY.

MIDDLETON LODGE.

PURCHASE BY PASSIONIST FATHERS.

An event of outstanding interest to Roman Catholics, not only in Yorkshire but
in the North generally, is the acquisition by the Passionist Fathers, of Highgate Hill,
London, of the historic Middleton Lodge, which, situated on the-porth side of the

- River Wharfe and commanding a fine view of Itkley, was once a Catholic stronghold,

but in recent years has been in non-Catholic though sympathetic hands.

Included in the property purchased are adjoining farm land, a number of cottages,
the house known as Tivoli, a notable * Calvary 7 retreat, an open-air shrine con-
taining representations of the fourteen stations of the Cross carved in stone and
situated at intervals on paths shaped like a large Latin cross, with a grotto sur-
mounted by three wooden crosses. The shrine, which is familiar to visitors to

DA T IMet, was Tomstrocted-by -Mr Feter Midekom ove¥ dite- hendred years ago.
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A BULWARK OF CATHOLICISM. )

Middieton Lodge was one of the bulwarks of Catholicism in the North in the
old pell] days. For generations it was the home of the Midelton family, stalwart
Catholics, who maintained the faith during the dark days of persecution, and pro-
vided the means of religious consolation for the Catholics of the district, who were
always a nuygperous body. The Mideltons had their own private chaplain, who
celebrated Mass in a chapel attached to the Lodge. The Catholic residents of tha
neighbourhood, g& well as the members of the Midelton family, worshipped there
uniil the erecti f the Church of the Sacred Heart, Ilkley, in 1879, though for some
years afterwards Mass continued i be said at the Lodge. The last time Mass was
said there was about thirty years ago, while the late Father Watson was chaplain,

The late Dr. Robert Collyer has some interesting notes on Middleton Lodge in
his work, ‘* Tlkley, Ancient and Medern.” * The upper chamber of the Lodge,”
he writes, ** was formerly used as a chapel in which its occupants could worship
in secret according to their ancestral faith. Nor was it withont cost that they
persisted in their devotions to the Roman See, for in addition o the general obloquy
and social persecution to which Roman Catholics were subjected for gemerations
after the Reformation the Mideltons had to bear heavy monetary penalties, as shown
by the formidable pile of papers referring to ’ Fines for Recusancy ” still preserved
in the family archives.” - DY

TRAINING OF PRIESTS. S

The last Lord of the Manor of Middleton was Mr. George Marmaduke M_idé%on,
who died after the family had left e estate, parts of which have been sold at
varions times. The Middleton Lodge portion of the estates was bought by the
late Mr. Sidney Kellett, of Ilkdey and Bradford, for the Midelton trustees, and the
property was put up for sale in London some months ago by Mr. Kellett’s executors,
bt was withdrawn. The price paid by the Passionist Fathers has not been dis-
closed publicly. Their settlement of Middleton is the first by their Order in the

Leeds Diocgsg. It is understood that, besides using the Lodge for the purposes

of a mon: . the Catholic fathers, who are a congregation of missionary priests,
may establish a family there for the training of priests for their Order.-'
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Natorally, the reversing o WidfiEon Lvdps b Catholic cwmnership }*n'unﬂl
coosiderable intereal, sed |me vaesal e greatest sticfactm ke memhems of o
damupcnilv.  Yeuterday wus @ red-letter day AL oha blglinh: rigmien, Masy L=mng
=add for the st Gme: b tinly pram.  The cel=lmant was th= Ty Toew,
Malnehy Gl Ik of Hom Euplih provioce of the Passioniat €riiee, wiing Jues dinscbed]

VENERABEE AGSOCIATIRNGS.

_ Dreaching afterwards at the Tkl 4ol iz Chorch, Father Gavin said : " This
B jort as proud @ dey I0r yiu we s for gy, Fug I have jost said Mass this mormng
far the first 1ing: adier adl ihey: yeam io ﬂu‘l;}irl.me wé.l.r_h muost be 5o Jse a1
revadlisiaeny dg pom all. I am sore that eoo heartiy ejoler: will s Elok fhat
deur ald place, = wenarable in its aguanpliong Jur the Cathebes of the neightantheod
acdl neaGiy, Rwa G meae jote Cathedic hands '™

Hallug Caviu said that iu ull transactions cedating e he Louishor of {Tu propecty
tlusy bl found Mrz Iellect, the: fnmmer cwnea, fe ke tles sonl of kiodoess corthality
iand courtese. (e Wnew ahe s tbat it was ing imtn Cathiwic handa,
Ic was b 1he ookdare of e gwd ber late buskand daring the: wiwde of LFcke
Lenaikey 1wy bl sermpologsdy pressreed thake pormess ol ae Bgil@iogg whicl Lol
Bu-ie wasad un o Catbrlic chape] and had mever allgwead il de be used Lor thy purpose
uof umuzement.

Fathes Copymd Umnkel Cauen Wond and Father Mefuire, nf 17k, fpr Lbele
fusAniaory in the nepotistions And dnr thel goecldsd wolouoe, aud adbded @ ' e
ask yro heartily o poin widh s in lankiongy God for what we st w0l b A grest
it Ly s 4o werdl ive bo ws. We Bawe rnt sEanbed] ma a [owlsh | wr v aaly coms
fu Elm hillsiibe, as it were, tn wateh amt peay, bol atb the ome lime we buoe to be
bhelptul nnk arly Lo oyen alhdics e bot to the Cathalies of tbe whale o Lha
YHexgze: gF Lauls, amd fu that way reoay as heat = ean e mandi s Haed oo
twnl the smthosisstic welcome we hnve eoerdvid ol Eooa (e Bishop and  the
prean all the dicoese.”

Iu au =y isuge we hope b0 give & photograph o fwf dos Belosal.
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OBER-AMMERGAU. %
WRT YT i -

UETHG Ui yeur Just past, Hee eyos of the Catholic wodd  were
{omier) towanls ber-Ammeran. The villagers were performing
ther fameons Passicn May, Al who bave scen it coolfess it

kv an ipdelible memery and gives an unforgetiable esperience.
Ober-Ammergad is a Hlle willyee with 2000 iobalitants,  They ae
engagsd io .gn:.,ulhlrc and wooad-carving, amd cheir simple mes neatle

‘mmder the Bavarian Alps. Tl civer SAsnmer roms south-wost of the village,

T garne: phices it is very shallow and as it maefoes its way over the bed
of mky stoncs its noisc is the only sonnd (hat Jdisturba the silence.

Loardes and Ober-Armmergad ars alil i Daeir rernoteness aos] snfiode,
Faih are Fue Tooang thes ceotoes of the great world, and both are sheltorod
from thrir din and rear by the sereaunding hills,  The similgity nf their
awtmations 3% slrking.  They ame the two preat spiritoal centres of the
modem wordd,  Loarmdes always; Ober-Ammergau every decade of
yrars; amd in thelr cemobewees and salitwle te Chri,stj,u.wﬂ ST
o ]'IE".E.I:'*J:II:'. Divine invitabion “ Coms vc apart.™ w
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E NEW PASSIONIST RETREAT.
[ CONAECRATION OF ALTAR BT EISROP OF LEEDS.

g HIST)RY OF NYDDEETON LODGE.
'l_:""_ﬂ_l'__*hE alvown dietch we are indelded 1o The Lrover Horald —ED,

[
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THE links in the Lroken choin of conturics of Cathobic history combected

with Myddieton Lodee, Hider, have been welded together in the
wiate, of which the T.m‘]tie frams parcl, [wesing h}rDFu'nhaﬂe inta
fhe hands nf (he Tassiopize Fathers for fature wse as one of the Retreats
o Howwses of their community, with its chisf purpose 29 2 training colfege
for sadente contemplating s meligious Bl wader the cules of 4lks Oeder,
Up to sare fwroty-odd yrars ago, Myddleton Leodpe was the homwe of
the Mildicton family, whose wnlvoken wnaection with Middleton and
Stobhane {a part nf 1he district vow unknown s such] covens o period
of abouul. right wnerics.
The yrosent Lodge &2 an euly Flishetlen strnciee, and op to the

thirtecnth ceminry Joy: of the Middleton ccttlement, the then
&xisi o was uscd for hunting mﬁqh}-mﬁde Parrigr, 1he great Norman
and oier-lendy. The Middletons bave cver remamed troe to the

fathodiz faith, Cme of the family suffered mar pidnm, and the Dame
Eequently fimures amcopsl the recosacts penafised by foes aad im-
prisonmisnt.  An ypper chamber in the Ledoe tras used for private
devetiomal purpescs during this peried, with hiding plues e 1he
uvffidating priesr, sacel vesscls and vostrocnts.

THE CHAPMEL AND I[I¥ BHULLDER.

Follcreaing dbu: passing of the variowus Acrs which paove Caflolics Mreedom
tor worship aponly, & chapel waes ad lache | to the Lodge wnd & preshetery
erocted near 2t Bawl o heome for the pricst. The Middletons maintained
this aficer peinumily ay thelr private chaplzain, thoagh ap co the eTection
of & Callnode: Chureh st ey in 1873, Caliolics: Feon adl greer dhe doserict
made the chapel at Mvadfelron Lodge their spiritus] bome, and oo Sanday
Amner wias pruvided in the servans’ qowdee. of e Todge for those
atfrnding Mazs from amy gonsiderable distence,

The clhiyw] wis crocted by Perer Middlainn, ffer of 1he Jasl pwner,
who was born in (736 ] fixd in 18088, his wife befng juliana, a daughter
of the sivternlle Tord Soourtco.  Peter Afiddlenon was oonan ol piows
wonelinalicony, and be constrocted e Lesearifol devo sl retrest 0 the
wunds b the North of Uee Fodge knows as ' Calvare.” with its crucifonm
ehaped paihs Ranbed by 14 Targa apright stabe onowhich ace besodfully
fllwitrated the desing woencs in the life of the Savioer. Here alao i a
represenlalion of the H of Caleary, o which stand throe  coosses
and other coblems of the Crocifiodon.

The Tate Mr, C. M. Middleton wis the Inst of this family to redde at
the LLH'.EB and wken le lof, it was ket for some time, aod eventoall
coning mro the market, was purchased by Mre. Sadney Kediell, & Bradl
merchanl. 1esolenc in Wkley.  We. Eellell wis @ Protestant, and during
thee yewrs of his residene Ec chapcl was dismantlcd and psed for secotar
purposes, hul ¥ Calbrary  he maiktains] dwdack, snd alse oostored it
where nevessary. The ddeath of Mo Kellett hoonght che estate agzin
wto the markel, and althoogh it was ol sl whee ellemd by paivlic
ascton Lt year, it was puchased privatcly some months ago by the
Fagswinizt Fathers of Higrjgat.:, Loadon.



NEW P4SS5IONTET RETREAT, il

ELABORATE DECOBATIONS.

In ooder to adapt (he Lodge to the punpmas of 2 religions house,
w good deal of abrerations hawe had to be made imteruadby, particularly
in the prowvision of quite a large number of cella or cobicles . for ecach
Father, Brother or Movice in reswlence Is proviled with one nf thes:
cells, plaimty farmished and coneaining a single bed, The chapel is
Cotbic strociure, and the ze-decnmading in eccheszstical style has been
Jane by Brother Wichasl, one of the brethren at the Lodge. Embletret of
the Passwa predueninate o the scheme of decoration, and & passivn
flower pattero i9 a fabric far the friere.  The colooar scheme is diskinctly
pleasing, and the whole eflect most aetiseic, Oreer 2 memaorial tahba
to one of the members of the Michllaton family ia embellisdyed the Middlcten
onat nf arms, and over the Sanctwuy door the wwns of the Bisbop of
Teode  The beautiiol new allar is comypesed of 3 petfect blending of
olomed mariles and atabaster, with a medalfinn in the cetre featuring
2p. Papl »f the Croms, the ounder ol the Order, in white alabaster. On
the Gospel side of the altar s & statne of 5t Joscph, amwd on the Epistie
side & satne of Our Lady of Logrdes. The stalls for the metabers of
+hur Oreer and seabs for the Buly are of polished pitch pine, and a richly
cetomred and slained glies windew has been erected over the altar, the
gift, of Madame Frewen, ol Highgate, T.rndon.  One of the two iyl
ki reprosents Christs Agony i the Garden of Gellsemane and the
obter S, Pand of the Crost praying before a cruciix. A large and band-
somely dosigned sancinary bnp has been prowided by the Confraternily
af the Coess anel Passion, Highgale.

The mason's work neccssary i making (he glterations to the Lodge
and Chapel was cartied oot by Messrs. Licans, of Ileey.

A sarmon wad prsched af e sofemn apening of Lhe new Rutreat by
the Rev. Bogingdd Middeton, 5.J., of Craigliead Fogs:, Bothwelk, near
3 . sepont] som of Lhe Eate Clarles Mioadoke Muldleton, the
test nf the Middleluos to own and reside at the Toridgen.

Father Middleton based bis discowse upon fhe texts " He rhat lowes
fathwer and T Ber men e than use i3 aot worthy of e, and De that lowes
sa and daughter more thin me 1 ot worihy rf me, and b that takes
not wp his ens: and fulbows m i not wordhy ofme."  {Mattnew, Chagp. B
He pointel oat that frem e beginming of the Cleistdan era vhere had been
these i the Chareh whe bosd bern adled upos o renoance 1l ries of
fargily and the tics of Tove and devote flemaelres  wholcheartetly 1o
the Winistry of God,  They ks had rerminoed sedd-bose eod inlependence,
Pride wia the rebellion of the will apainyt (ood. Without discagline
no ACEY T WLVE, AF £VER G lctory wuld be curewedl om, el Lhere must
L disipline in that Order. They eonll not serve unl withoot faddng
trinls and difioultie: : aeither could ey sooes the devit and the wor
withonl trieds and diffcultics ;  bac i (he sorvice of Cod there were
mompoicritions,  Thero were 0o compensadions o the serdcs of the
wn:q-lltzi.': thosgh for o fime plesre and gin might have their atmactons,
The ounsecrating of tlad abtar and Holy Hiuse was sasmntiated wekh. the
feaat af 5t. Panl of the Urows, the Fowpder of the Passtopisl Onder, whe
set w noble esamaple of self-denial, aeseerity, aul good wrks, which
all wanld do well to cmnnlaze gs lar as possible.
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THE RETREAT HOUSE

Disastrous as the Second World War was to the couniry and the
world, the Passionist Fathers at Ilkley had to face a special tragedy
of their own. A short time before the outbreak of war in 1939, the
old stables had been converted at a cost of about £3,000 into a house
for retreats for the clergy and laity. It was a temporary expedient to
fulfil the ever urgent need for a Retreat House in the Diocese. The
building was solemnly blessed by the late Bishop Poskitt on February
26th, and the engagement list for many months ahead was fully booked
by groups of Catholics who wished to sgend a day or a week-end in
quictness and retreat. Then in September came the appalling news
that we were at war. Of necessity many bookings had to be cancelled
and the plans for the future had to be laid aside indefinitely. Soon,
however, the fact of the war itself brought many to the Retreat House,
Chaplains and servicemen, as well as many who were not in the armed
Fotces realised how necessary it was to come close to Almighty God
and in the midst of living dangerously, to find the means of doing so
with tranquil mind. The Retreat Director, Father Fidelis, with his
assistants, the newly-formed Guild of St. Gabriel, was fully occupied.
God alone knows the grace that was granted to souls in those dark
days. Throughout the years that followed, the work of the Retreat
Movement was cartied on under different Directors, different helpers
and different retreatants, but the temporary Retreat House had become
something quasi-permanent. 'Fhe difficulty of obtaining materials and
the rising costs made it impossible to proceed with the plans drawn
up before the war.

Last September, Fr. Fidelis returned to Ilkley in his former office
of Director and the Guild of St. Gabriel was re-formed—a Guild
of men who are prepared to sacrifice time and leisure to carry forward
this essential work of spiritualising the lives of men. Without
their help and the help of the other friends who have, over the years,
worked selflessly and often at very considerable sacrifice, it would not
have been possible to carry on.  May they continue in their great work
of Catholic Action, '

Each year two retreats are held for the Clergy of the Diocese and
every month there is a Priests’ Day of Recollection, whilst the constant
round of lay-retreats continues week-end by week-end. In these days
there is no need to prove the necessity of retreat or the great benefit
it is to souls. The Popes have spoken with ever-increasing urgency
on the subject. We lock forward to the day when the Retreat House
at likley will be a building worthy of its important work but until then
the present Retreat House continues to serve the Diocese in this work
of the sanctification of souls.

" A Retreat, a work providential among all others”
5T. PIUS X,

Puge Thirty-nine



