BHARFEIALE HIOMES OF THE NIDOELTON FAMTLY,

Lo HALL.

Crossing the REiver Wharfe by ithe old Ilklsy Bridge, a tinms

woarn Etrooture erecisd in 1874, the tourist wilil wand his

wxy up the stesp hill on the north side af the river towsrds
Middelton Lodge, the last home in Wharfedads of the zpcient
family af Middalton. The Niddelions were Lords of the

Msnor af Ilkley for centurias znd hald thair lande uninterruptedly
unhtil 1895 when the Local Authority purchased the pganarial

rights.

Bafora vigiting the lodge, it may intersat ths reader to knowm
somsthing =zbout the ariginal Wharfodals homs of the family at
Low Hall, Hiddlaton, Thig charmicg early-Tudar building ie
gltuated on tke Horth bank a9f tha river =t the sastern sxtramltiy
of Rupert Homd and is now the praperty and rosideance of
Ageording ta Mr Swift — = formsr ownar —— Lo Hall was bullt
about 1587 and 1a older than Niddelton Lodge, the l=zst homa, as
hag alrezdy heen remarksd, of ths Middelions in Wharfedale,

" Standing with its splendid walnui irea in front and =nelent
fimh-pand cncea famoum for its temich, the ald house and gardesn
hava besn renovatad during recent years with great care and
tasty. Tha lata Jgaire, Nr Hddelion, shass ganereslty and
fair foms are still resscbersd hy eld Ilkley folk would ne doubti
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twn ip hiw grave conld he tut ses the hevee wrought by bullders
mince the pzly of the Elddslion Estate, but gne IJikeax to think
that =t Low Hxll, his spirit oxn mtlll brood, satisfied that hers
due revarenio® hxs heon pafd to the natural hesutise he loved ac
wall, " { .43, in * Yarkshire Homae * Angust 1935 ),

The ElddeTiona Ked, of course, ssaoclaticns with the district

dating back tg Lha days ¢f the Nermsn Congquesi and mhen first
mantioned are Loxdm, not anly af the Mapar of Niddelton hut

also «f Stubbhem, roslding at Stubham ond Stoskeld, nesr Wetherby,
The woods behind Law Hall wers formerly knows as Stubham Woods,

and 1t 1is rather stranges %o racoerd that on 2 m=p of the Weat

Eiding publlshed in 161%, only ths name of JS4ubhas appears with na
mention whatsver of the district of Niddleton. The wkllay portion

of the present Middleton seews Lo have bsen ths Stubhsm of formar

dars.

Some writers sxra of ths oplnlon that Low Hall wap erscted smch
anrlisr th=n 1584, At all avents#, thera im extant ap inventory
gads by Hapry Currsr pf houlehold gogds delivered 4o him =t
Stubham Iadgs { now Middelton Lodge ), July E7th 16%1.

Among the lxrge numbker af articles mentlonad ara * partayne
Iattwr teaken from the hooss &t Stubhae Hall * ( now Low Hall ).
Tha South poroh gsata te he the oldest portion af the pramant
building, but aven hare, scoa strucstursl alteratlons have baen

made, =nd tha bullding op to & gabla on the Wegt pide af tha



porch shews that the 0ld Hxll hes been zitered a goad deal during
the cepturiss af Its existence. Intariarly this is vory notiosable
in the mators of wxlle of greoat widith snd huge firepliaces that

ookt have heatad rooss af palatial 4imensions in the dix Sistant
pewt. Ioring wiructurxl alieratisns twas of thaese fireplaces

wara accidenily diseaversd, Ome &f them had been, abt some time,
cavarsad up by o sopsshat woders fireplace and whan this and the
sarroundilng -inm had baen remaved, & " Priasgt-hals * was

fautd mt the aide — % aacret pisca shere the fasily Preiast hid
himsalf when dangsr thraztspned during the early ™ Reformation *
days. Im those * dark and evil days * 1o be found saying Mass
memnt almest cortedn daath, ¥riting moma yoars apa the lxie

Rev, Father A, Galli, Parish PBrilest of Ilkley, (18951916}, records,
& Ax Alsbdaster Heredos representing the Crucifixion waw Ffound in
Low Hall which ie & farm quite closa to NiddeIton Ledge. 5n old
regert has 1t that Mxesx used formerly to be sxld ai Low Hall

duritig the timems of parsscution, Tha room over the dooreway was
axlTed the Prisst's room and cloae to it in the wall tws faet
thick, ia & Prisst'e hiding placa. ¥

The opinian that the Midieltons resided at Low Hall (| Stubhawm
Hatl } bafora remeving to Nyddelton Lédpe ( Stullismm Lodge )
soemd Lo Be wrll established. Los Hall, as w now term it,
auat hnv; basp & pl=ce af soms impurtancs in oldsen days for hars
ther Menpr Court af Jtubhaw fa ballaved to have besn hald during
the Istfer pari af tha 1&6th ceniury, Tha Rtubhas Court Bscords,
hewever, date back mnch further than this century.



Thoge of up who only know Low Hall s# it sxists today will

flnd it diffioult to wimizliss 1t in the daysr of its original
satting, DBefurs the modern villas of Ilkley wers bujlt, 1t
acclipisd a chariingly secludad poaltion under the woods and waa
sppraacshed by an old winding lzna which led pasat the housa and
right throogh the woods to the land above. This lane, homsver,
wag closed to the public when ihe naw Ilklay Bridge mas erscted

gvar the rivar and the roads oo the Niddelton =ida conehruoted

x5 We know thew twday.

It is net dafinitely known who wera the immediate accupiers

of Low Hall afier the Middeltons had rewaved to Hyddelton Lodgs.
It 13 recordad, however, that Robert Smith, of Stubham Hall,
disd in 1&4Z. Abraham Atkinson, of Stobham Hall, died Iin
1738, and William Robip=on, of Stubham Hall, died in 1736, =all
man, we are informed " af substenos siid Zood atanding in the
diatriet.® Josaph Gewper, gantlesan, diad in Stubham Helil,

1n 1765 and ¥ Cewper Creosx,* on Tlkley Moar, ia maid to have

besn pnamad aftar him, Nr Alderson kivad at Subham Hall

{ Low Hall ) in 1B82Z,




As a sentinel centuries old stands the massive chestnut tree by the ancient porch.



